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Annual Performance Evaluation

• There are five Annual Performance Indicators (APIs) in NASA’s  
FY19 Annual Performance Plan for which the PAC is asked to assess 
progress:

– API PS-19-1  Demonstrate planned progress in advancing the understanding of 
how the chemical and physical processes in the solar system operate, interact, 
and evolve. 

– API PS-19-2  Demonstrate planned progress in exploring and observing the 
objects in the solar system to understand how they formed and evolve.

– API PS-19-4  Demonstrate planned progress in exploring and finding locations 
where life could have existed or could exist today. 

– API PS-19-5  Demonstrate planned progress in improving understanding of the 
origin and evolution of life on Earth to guide the search for life elsewhere.

– API PS-19-6  Demonstrate planned progress in identifying and characterizing 
objects in the solar system that pose threats to Earth or offer resources for human 
exploration. 



Guidelines for Science Progress Ratings

Color Definition

GREEN
Expectations for the research program fully met in context 

of resources invested.

YELLOW
Some notable or significant shortfalls, but some worthy 

scientific advancements achieved.

RED
Major disappointments or shortfalls in scientific outcomes, 

uncompensated by other unusually positive results.


