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Exoplanet Program Analysis Group:  What is that anyway?
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Thank you for your service…
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Welcome to our newest members!



ExoPAG 26 June 11-12, 2022 
AAS #240, Pasadena, CA 





ExoPAG Recent Activities (since March APAC) 

• Reviewing proposals for SAGs/SIGs
• New APD Cross PAG activities:

– Astro 2020 Discussions (PAG EC Chairs in frequency contact). 
– Cross PAG SAG on URM in APD Space Science (R. Hickox).
– Cross PAG SAG on Great Observatories (G. Tremblay).

• ExoExplorers 2022 program on-going (T. Kataria).
• Report out to PAC in June.
• Supporting GOMAP Precursor Science Workshops.
• New actions re: Astro 2020 (x-PAG SAG in formulation).
• Review new proposed findings and activities.
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Current Status of SAGs and SIGs

Close
Year

SAG or 
SIG

Title Lead

---- SIG 2 Exoplanet Demographics (on-going) Christiansen & Meyer

---- SIG 3 Exoplanet Solar System Synergies (on-going). Meadows & Mandt

---- SAG 21 Stellar Contamination on Transit Spectra (final report accepted) Rackham & Espinoza 

---- SAG 22 Exoplanet Host Properties (final report accepted) Pepper, Stark, & Hinkel

---- SAG 23 Debris Disk Properties of Exoplanet Hosts (initiated) Debes, Rebollido, & 
Hasegawa 
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ExoPAG 26 Business Meeting:  June 12 10:45-12:15 pm PDT

• Update on new SAG23 (I. Rebollido). 

• Voted on proposed finding concerning XRP funding:
– 13 % success rate doesn’t support young diverse community or efficiently 

make progress towards NASA’s strategic goals.

– 34 in favor, 0 against, 1 abstention. 

• New ideas for ExoPAG priorities and activities:
– Support for new Cross PAG SAG in support of GOMAP Activities for IROUV.

• Review of progress on past suggested actions. 

• Announcements for the community.
– TDAMM (J. Pepper), and new Astrophysics Mission School!

• Executive Committee interested in considering new format for meetings 
including better use of shared time together (and better presentations). 
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Finding - On the benefit of increased funding for the Exoplanet Research Program: 
 
Whereas the Decadal Survey on Astronomy and Astrophysics 2020 emphasizes exoplanet research and 
has identified as a priority science area the search for habitable worlds, and whereas the exoplanet 
research community has significantly grown over the past years and attracted many young scientists.
 
We find that the proposal success rate in the Exoplanet Research Program falls well below the success 
rate of other comparable programs which can potentially hurt the retention and training of young 
scientists, US leadership in exoplanet science, and the efficiency with which NASA can achieve its 
strategic goals.



Cross-PAG SIG in support of GOMAP Activities for IROUV

Beneficial to APD, conducting analyses on scientific and related technical issues that would inform the 
GOMAP, potentially making it more efficient (in time as well as resources spent per value-added).  

The SIG would take full advantage of work done previously by STDTs, and other entities such as the 
NASA Exoplanet System Science (NExSS) research coordination network.  

It is important that all PAGs be included in this activity with coordination by a five-person team, 
comprised of members of ExoPAG, COPAG, and PhysPAG, with membership open to all three PAGs.  

The SIG would conduct analyses coordinated and prioritized by the leadership team.  

Specific analyses would result in technical reports addressed to APD in time-limited activities.  

We expect that such a cross-PAG SIG would be useful to NASA APD for several years. 



ExoPAG Actions Requested from APAC: 

The ExoPAG has no requested actions for the APAC at this time, apart from consideration of the 
proposed cross-PAG SAGs on “barriers to participation” and “simultaneous great observatories”.

However, we expect to propose a cross-PAG SIG in support of GOMAP activities for IROUV at the APAC 
meeting in October.   Feedback on this proposal is welcome. 


