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Astrophysics Diversity Statistics 

“Expanding Underrepresented Minority Participation”  

National Academies (2011) 



Astrophysics Diversity Statistics 



Where are the minority 
undergraduates in physics 

and astronomy? 
• Top 10 producers of Black physics 

baccalaureates are all HBCUs.  

• Just 20 HBCUs produce 55% of all 
Black physics baccalaureates. 

• HBCUs are the top 8 baccalaureate 
origin institutions of future African 
American Physics/Astronomy PhDs. 





The importance of bridging the transitions 

Underrepresented minorities ~50% more likely to earn Masters en route to PhD. 

More institutional transitions, with less guidance. 

Lange (2006) 

N=81,000 

1998 to 2002 



Underrepresented Minorities in the 
2010 Decadal Survey 



Fisk-Vanderbilt Bridge Program (Nature, 2013, 504, 471) 



Using stellar “granulation flicker” to measure accurate 
stellar gravities and planet densities with Kepler/TESS 

Fabienne Bastien 

(Penn State) 

Bastien et al. (2013, Nature) 



Agency programs focused on 
underrepresented minorities and 

workforce at graduate/postdoc levels 




